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between irresponsibility and responsibility, Hall and
Warburton or as he termed it, Wit and Judgement. And
at all costs he wanted money.

He dashed off the two requisite volumes, shortening up
his narrative on Book IV, seeing that the two volumes
annually for forty years which he had envisaged were not
likely to be written. Then he returned to London where
he could exercise his true art, that of conversation, with-
out the fatigue of writing it down.

The same process took place with the third batch; but
during his third London visit his health so declined that,
on the advice of Hall and permission of his bishop, he set
out for the south of France to recuperate. He was way-
laid in Paris, however, and stayed there longer than was
wise, until ill-health drove him south.

The new experience of travelling excited him. The
impressions that he received were delightful, and he
wanted to let the people in London know that his recep-
tion in Paris had been generous. He had Shandyed it in
French, with greater success even than in England. It
did not matter that much of the laughter must have been
at the howlers, which he made with the fluency of un-
conscious ignorance*

He found it impossible to return to Shandy. Book
VTI is entirely taken up by an account of his travels, under
the scarcely sustained excuse that Tristram has just re-
turned from the Continent and cannot get them out of
his head. It was at this time that the idea of A Senti- -
mental Journey first occurred to him and he was impatient
to begin it. Though the eighth volume of Shandy
returned ostensibly to Uncle Toby and the Widow Wad-
man, it was compacted of shameless padding and shows
Sterne to have been as bored -with his theme as he was
apprehensive of death. The death theme recurs through-
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